
Regular Pickens County Council Meeting  
March 7, 2016 
6:30 PM  
   

County Council met in regular session, in the Auditorium, County Administration Facility, with 
Chairman Jennifer Willis presiding. Agendas, bearing date, time, and location of meeting were mailed to 
Council members and local news media on February March 1, 2016.  
 
Council Members in attendance: 
Jennifer H. Willis, Chairman  
Trey Whitehurst, Vice Chairman  
Tom Ponder, Vice Chairman Pro-Tem 
G. Neil Smith 
Randy Crenshaw 
 
Absent:  Ensley Feemster  
 
Staff:  
Tom Hendricks, Interim Administrator  
Ken Roper, County Attorney 
Sheila Tinsley, Interim Clerk to Council 
 
WELCOME AND CALL TO ORDER:              

Chairman Willis called the meeting of March 7, 2016 to order and welcomed those in attendance. 
Due to the absence of Councilman Feemster, invocation and pledge was led by Chairman Willis.  
 
PUBLIC FORUM:  
Pree Hamilton – Ms. Hamilton, President of the Humane Society noted that they are still striving to keep 
doors open.  The pancake breakfast at The Gatehouse was successful in raising $294.  She noted that they 
had received donations of cleaning supplies, cat litter, monetary donations and other items.  Ms. Hamilton 
noted that it takes $200,000 to run the facility.  Their budget is $70,000 plus and the director has 
submitted to the Finance Director and asked for a 30% increase of the budget.  They have recently learned 
that Pickens Middle School is for sale for a cost of $229,000, and will try and purchase this property and 
possibly sell off some of this property to help pay for it.   
In other matters, Ms. Hamilton continued to discuss the issue of MRR and the potential coal ash dump. 
She feels that the County has not made a reasonable offer to MRR.  She feels that Pickens County needs 
to take control of this issue and try to take care of getting this property back.  Ms. Hamilton brought more 
petitions to the Council and stated that this matter needs to be taken care of quicker and not be tied up in 
the Courts.   
She thanked Public Works for the work that had been done at the facility and would like the county to 
consider if a vehicle is being turned in that it could possibly be given to the Humane Society. 
Junius Smith – Conservatives of the Upstate are hosting candidates this year.  Have had Don Joslyn who 
is a candidate speak already and will be having Rex Rice this week come and speak.  Had two questions 
how many mills are budgeted for Recreation and also how many mills have been put on tax bills for the 
building at Tri-County Tech?  It is against the law if it has been put on the tax bills.  You have to have a 
specific purpose if you do.  Mr. Smith noted that Neal Collins has instituted a law in Columbia H-5036 
where he is going to cut out all free speech by protecting lawyers.  Is encouraging Council to contact him.  
Last year 9125 people voted to not build schools but now School District is voting to close three schools 
in the upper part of Pickens County.  Mr. Smith is asking that Council support not closing schools. 
Betty Roe – Ms. Roe came before Council to inform them of a new charter school to be located in Easley.  
The school will be opening in the fall of 2018 for 6th through 12th grades.  There will be approximately 



1,000 students the first year.  The Middle School will have 400 students and the High School will have 
600 students.  This will be a project based school with 10 to 15 sports teams and the high school students 
getting two years of college.  The first meeting for this school will be March 15th at 6:30 at the Dream 
Center for parents and students to ask questions.  There is a second meeting scheduled for April 7th at 
6:30.  This meeting will be held at Smithfields.  Tom Ponder asked the question of where this school will 
be located.  Ms. Roe noted that there were several locations that were being looked at for this school.  
Visits were to be made the following Friday to these sites. 
Patricia Watkins – Ms. Watkins came before County Council to state her opposition to the Tri-County 
Tech Student Building.  Ms. Watkins stated that in her opinion funding the building would be a frivolous 
use of taxpayer money.  Ms. Watkins indicated if Council as a body could not vote due to feeling pressure 
from special interest groups, to let this decision be made by placing the issue on the ballot. 
 Mr. Ponder responded and informed Ms. Watkins that County Council had not voted in favor of 

funding this project and furthermore stated he was insulted regarding “pressure and pandering” to 
special interest groups. Mr. Ponder stated that some people get the wrong information.  

Ben Peters – Mr. Peters, President of the Foothills Paddling Club of Greenville has paddled the 12 Mile 
River.  Their concerns with these plans are the locations of the two take outs.  They would lose about 15% 
of the whitewater.  The plan is a great idea to get people out to this area for this activity.  Their concerns 
are the piers would come out into the swift water and would cause some hazards. As a take out for white 
water paddlers, this would have flat water and would be of no interest to their paddlers.  Even though this 
is a great idea, Mr. Peters wanted to voice his concerns.   
 Councilman Neil Smith noted that the take outs that Mr. Peters mentioned might not necessarily 

be used for that purpose.  We are going after funds that were being used for the fishery to show 
that we could have access to the fishery.  Council will take this information that Mr. Peters gave. 

Garrick Taylor – 12 Mile River Recreation Area.  Mr. Taylor has concerns with a project like this that 
would take someone’s property by eminent domain.  He knows that there was initially an agreement to 
purchase the property and this might have fell through.   
 Jennifer Willis wanted to clarify this issue.  She stated that the County had a signed contract to 

purchase the property for $125,000 through a realtor.  When the property owner discovered that it 
was the County wanting to purchase the property, the owner wanted to renegotiate and have the 
County pay $250,000.  The only two options left at this point were eminent domain or sue the 
property owner.  To be able to go forward with this project, the choice of eminent domain would 
allow the county to go forward with this quicker.  If we sued, it would have taken three years to 
get it in the court.  The county has offered multiple times beyond that to pay the $125,000 that 
was initially offered and the property owner would not accept it and that which left the county 
with no choice.  This was not shown correctly in the newspapers. 

 Councilman Trey Whitehurst also pointed that there are articles in The Greenville News that do 
not display the truth and citizens are misinformed when they come to the meetings.   

Mr. Taylor’s further concerns were that they do not want to lose the access to the river.  He was also 
concerned with the floating dock and fishing pier shown on the drawings to be out in the river.  The water 
level changes that happen due to rainfall can cause a hazard with these things being out in the river.  He is 
also concerned with the jobs that might be created but his main concern is the safety for the paddlers.  
 Councilman Neil Smith also noted that the County would not be restricting put in access.  If there 

is a restriction, then this would be up to the property owners. 
Ethan Talley – Mr. Talley came before Council to discuss things that he saw in the proposed plans for the 
12 Mile Recreation Area.  He had questions about the access portion of Norris Road and safety concerns 
about the fishing pier. 
 Chairman Willis and Vice Chairman Whitehurst both explained there would be further interaction 

with all entities involved especially the Board of Trustees and thanked Mr. Talley for his input. 
Weldon Clark – Mr. Clark came before Council to talk about the MMR lawsuit and noted that the judge 
denied MMR’s request and ruled in Pickens County’s favor.  Mr. Clark encouraged Council to review 
ordinances that follow DHEC and other state laws due to the fact that DHEC and state laws can change 



and Pickens County needs to be in charge of their future.  In conclusion, Mr. Clark commented on 
MMR’s request for damages. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder, seconded by Councilman Neil Smith and 
unanimously passed to approve the minutes of February 01, 2016.  

 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT:  
       Mr. Hendricks gave the following updates.  

1. Mr. Hendricks noted that he had received a request from Dacusville Fire Department to 
submit a FEMA Grant.  He requested that this be added to the agenda because the deadline is 
in two weeks.  This will be a grant for manpower and they understand that.  They also 
understand that they will be responsible for this in the upcoming years.  He is requesting that 
this be added to the agenda for action tonight.  Council will add this item to the agenda for 
action.  

2. Mr. Hendricks for a point of clarification that Pickens County did not sell the property to 
MRR for the landfill.   This property was purchased from a private individual.  He and the 
attorney also met with MRR.  They want $3.9 million and also lost profits.  

3. Councilman Whitehurst had a question of the Administrator regarding the letter concerning 
the Central Sewer Line.  Mr. Hendricks noted that this would be handled in Executive 
Session.   
                                                                  

COUNCIL CORRESPONDENCE:  
1. Mr. Ponder read an article dated February 26, 2016 giving an update from the Legislative 

Report on the Local Government Fund.  
2. Mr. Smith stated that he is not in favor of the School District’s decision to close the 

Elementary Schools.  He noted that this decision has been supported by Pickens County 
Manufacturing Caring for Education of which Alliance Pickens is a part of. 

3. Mr. Crenshaw also stated that he is not in favor of the closing of these schools. 
 
MOTION PERIOD AND NEW BUSINESS: 
               Chairman Willis opened the floor for Motion Period and New Business. 

1. Councilman Smith moved to remove the Comprehensive Plan from Committee and give it 
courtesy first reading.  Motion was seconded by Chairman Willis and unanimously passed.  
This will be placed on agenda after presentation of Recreation Plan. 

2. Councilman Smith moved to add the issue of the Dacusville Fire application for the FEMA 
Grant to the consent agenda.  Motion was seconded by Chairman Willis and unanimously 
passed to add the issue of the Dacusville FEMA grant to the consent agenda. 

3. Councilman Smith moved to add the issue of the Central Sewer Line to Executive Session.  
Motion was seconded by Tom Ponder and unanimously passed to add the issue of the Central 
Sewer Line to the Executive Session. 

 
UNVEILING OF THE 12 MILE RECREATION AREA PLAN: 
 
Wes Hulsey, with Hulsey, McCormick and Wallace along with Elizabeth Lee 
and       gave a presentation on the plans for the 12 Mile Recreation area.   
 Councilman Smith asked about lighting of parking.  
 Mr. Hulsey noted that these are just concept designs. They are working 

with the Engineering team as well as Landscape Architectural team and 
they are in the process of evaluating function and form of these areas.  
They would also be pleased to take comments of any other organizations 



that might have an interest in this project.  Adequate security and lighting 
will be there as coordinating with the Sheriff’s Department on routine 
patrols.   

 Councilman Smith also asked that a copy of this video shown be made 
available to be put on the Tour Pickens County website. 

 
FIRST READING IN TITLE ONLY OF AMENDMENTS TO THE 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN  
 
A motion was made by Councilman Neil Smith, seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder (Added during 
Motion Period and New Business) 
 Chairman Willis noted that the intent would add language to specifically prohibit CCR and Coal 

Ash disposal in Pickens County and any other language to tighten this up. 
 Councilman Neil Smith also noted that we would be looking at any other items that would need 

to be tightened up to keep CCR and Coal Ash being disposed in Pickens County.  A lot of activity 
in these plans will be shown. 

Motion unanimously passed to approve First Reading in title only of the amendments to the 
Comprehensive Plan.   
 
AN ORDINANCE TO DEVELOP A JOINTLY OWNED AND OPERATED 
INDUSTRIAL/BUSINESS PARK IN CONJUNCTION WITH OCONEE 
COUNTY, SUCH INDUSTRIAL/BUSINESS PARK TO BE 
GEOGRAPHICALLY LOCATED IN OCONEE COUNTY AND 
ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS 
1976, SECTION 4-1-170 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED; TO PROVIDE FOR A 
WRITTEN AGREEMENT WITH OCONEE COUNTY PROVIDING FOR 
THE EXPENSES OF THE PARK, THE PERCENTAGE OF REVENUE 
APPLICATION, AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF FEES IN LIEU OF AD 
VALOREM TAX; AND MATTERS RELATED THERETO  (PROJECT 
THERMAL) 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Tom Ponder, seconded by Councilman Randy Crenshaw. 
 Chairman Willis noted that this is a park located in Oconee County.  All we have to provide is 

enabling legislation in exchange we get a small 1% revenue back to Pickens County.  This was 
something state set up several decades ago to encourage economic development. 

Motion unanimously passed that this constitutes a first reading of the Ordinance for Project Thermal. 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO DEVELOP A JOINTLY OWNED AND OPERATED 
INDUSTRIAL/BUSINESS PARK IN CONJUNCTION WITH OCONEE 
COUNTY, SUCH INDUSTRIAL/BUSINESS PARK TO BE 
GEOGRAPHICALLY LOCATED IN OCONEE COUNTY AND 
ESTABLISHED PURSUANT TO SOUTH CAROLINA CODE OF LAWS 
1976, SECTION 4-1-170 ET SEQ., AS AMENDED; TO PROVIDE FOR A 
WRITTEN AGREEMENT WITH OCONEE COUNTY PROVIDING FOR 
THE EXPENSES OF THE PARK, THE PERCENTAGE OF REVENUE 
APPLICATION, AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF FEES IN LIEU OF AD 
VALOREM TAX; AND MATTERS RELATED THERETO  (PROJECT 
SWITCH): 
 



Motion was made by Councilman Neil Smith, seconded by Councilman Randy 
Crenshaw and unanimously passed that this constitutes a first reading of 
Ordinance for Project Switch. 
 
SECOND READING OF ORDINANCE NO. 499 SHADY GROVE 
REFERENDUM: 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Neil Smith, seconded by Vice Chairman Trey 
Whitehurst.   
 Chairman Willis noted that this was a request by Shady Grove to increase 

their millage and to do this it would have to be on the ballot in November.  
This has to be approved to be put on a referendum for the Shady Grove Fire 
District only and does not affect the entire county.  Motion unanimously 
passed. 

Motion unanimously passed that this constitute second reading of Ordinance No. 
499.  
 
APPROVAL OF BID – ROAD TRACTOR 2016-14: 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Ponder to approve the bid for the road 
tractor.  Motion unanimously passed.    

 
APPROVAL OF BID – AMBULANCE 2016-11: 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Ponder to approve the bid for the 
ambulance.  Motion unanimously passed 

 
PURCHASE OF TRUCKS FOR BUILDING CODES DEPARTMENT: 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Crenshaw to approve the purchase of 
trucks for the Building Codes Department.  Motion unanimously passed. 

 
APPROVAL OF BID – ADMINISTRATION ROOF PROJECT 2016-09: 
 
Motion was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Crenshaw to approve the bid for the 
Administration roof project.  Motion unanimously passed. 
 
APPROVAL OF WASTE AGREEMENT CONTRACT FOR GREENVILLE COUNTY: 

 
Motion was made by Councilman Ponder, seconded by Councilman Smith to approve the Waste 
Agreement Contract for Greenville County. 
 Councilman Neil Smith asked if this was a continuation of what we already have.  Mr. Hendricks 

noted that it was.  We have a 4 year contract.  He had asked for a seven year contract and they 
agreed to a five year contract.  Motion unanimously passed. 

 
Dacusville Fire FEMA Grant:  
 
Motion was made by Councilman Smith, seconded by Councilman Ponder to approve the Dacusville Fire 
Board to apply for the FEMA grant. (Added during Motion Period and New Business) 
Motion unanimously passed.   
 



CONSENT AGENDA: No action             
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: S.C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a): 
 Chairman Willis called for a motion to convene into Executive Session 
as defined by S. C. Code of Laws, Section 30-4-70 (a).  Chairman Willis further 
stated that each issue would be discussed as the Law provides. 
 

• Motion was made by Councilman Neil Smith, seconded by Tom Ponder 
and unanimously passed to convene into Executive Session for the stated 
purposes. 

 
Legal Issues-Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 
            Legal review of County Plans 
            MRR Pickens LLC 
            Committee Procedures 

       
Contractual Issues- Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 

Acquisition of Property 
Springs Fire District 
Central Sewer Line (Added during Motion Period and New Business)  

                  
Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 

   Clerk to Council Candidates 
   County Administrator Recruitment   
   

Economic Development-30-4-70 (a) (5) 
Project Growth  

      Project Starr  
 Project Whitetail  
 Project Dallas  
            Project Big Apple 
            Project Exodus  
 
Boards and Commissions - 30-4-70 (a) (1) 

 
ACTION AS NEEDED VIA EXECUTIVE SESSION ITEMS: 
 
PUBLIC SESSION RECONVENED: 
 

Legal Issues-Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 
            Legal review of County Plans – Received Update No Action Required 
            MRR Pickens LLC – Received Update No Action Required 
            Committee Procedures – Received Update No Action Required 

       
Contractual Issues- Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) 

Acquisition of Property – No Action 
Springs Fire District – Received Update No Action Required 

                           Central Sewer Line – No Action  
                  

Personnel-30-4-70 (a) (1) 
   Clerk to Council Candidates – Received Update No Action Required 



   County Administrator Recruitment – Received Update No Action Required    
 

Economic Development-30-4-70 (a) (5) 
Project Growth 

• Motion was made by Chairman Willis to approve second reading of Project Growth as amended,           
seconded by, seconded by Councilman Smith and unanimously passed to approve second reading 
of Ordinance for Project Growth as amended.  This is to be concluded within sixty (60) days. 
Project Starr:  

• Motion was made by Chairman Willis to pull Project Starr from the table, seconded by 
Councilman Smith and unanimously passed to pull Project Starr from the table.   

• Motion was made by Chairman Willis to approve the second reading of Fee in Lieu Agreement 
for Project Starr expansion as amended, seconded by Councilman Smith and unanimously passed 
to approve second as amended. 

• Project Whitetail – Received Update No Action Required 
• Project Dallas – Received Updated No Action Required 
• Project Big Apple- 

Motion was made by Chairman Willis to approve First Reading in title only for Fee in Lieu 
Agreement and property transfer for Project Big Apple, seconded by Councilman Smith and 
unanimously passed that this constitutes First Reading in Title Only for Fee in Lieu Agreement 
and property transfer for Project Big Apple. 

• Project Exodus – Received Update No Action  Required 
 

Boards and Commissions - 30-4-70 (a) (1) 
 

 Fire District Boards: 
• Easley – Councilman Neil Smith moved to reappoint Craig Quillin to the Easley Fire Board to 

serve at the pleasure of County Council.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder and 
unanimously passed. 

 
Zoning and Appeals: 

• Councilman Neil Smith moved to appoint William Dell to the Zoning and Appeals Board to serve 
at the pleasure of County Council.  Motion was seconded by Tom Ponder and unanimously 
passed.  
 
Fire District Boards: 

• Central – Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst moved to reappoint Allen Crenshaw and Eddie 
Durham to the Central Fire Board to serve at the pleasure of County Council.  Motion was 
seconded by Councilman Tom Ponder and unanimously passed. 

• Shady Grove – Vice Chairman Trey Whitehurst moved to reappoint Bobby Cummins to the 
Shady Grove Fire Board to serve at the pleasure of County Council.  Motion was seconded by 
Councilman Tom Ponder and unanimously passed. 

• Crosswell – Councilman Tom Ponder moved to appoint Jeff Lee to the Crosswell Fire Board to 
serve at the pleasure of County Council.  Motion was seconded by Chairman Jennifer Willis and 
unanimously passed. 

• Dacusville – Councilman Tom Ponder moved to appoint Cleve Holloway to the Dacusville Fire 
Board to serve at the pleasure of County Council.  Motion was seconded by Councilman Smith 
and unanimously passed. 

 
ADJOURN:                 



 Hearing no further Council business, Chairman Willis called for a motion to adjourn. Motion was 
made by Councilman Tom Ponder, seconded by Councilman Neil Smith and unanimously passed. 
Pickens County Council stood adjourned at 9:48 p.m.  
 

Respectively Submitted:         Approved: 

 
 
 
__________________________                   ____________________________ 
Sheila W. Tinsley, Interim Clerk to Council      Jennifer H. Willis, Chairman  
 


